SPL Director’s Report for AGM (2024)

For the year to March 2024, the poetry library received core funding support from Creative
Scotland and City of Edinburgh Council. We were also supported by Bord na Gaidhlig with a

grant for a Gaelic schools’ poetry co-ordinator.

Reaching out to younger audiences and widening participation were priorities. We invested in
the production of resources for schools and in engaging teachers and teaching colleges. We
partnered with poet-educator Julie McNeill to produced dyslexia-friendly lesson plans. These
were published in November 2023. In support of the project, BBC Scotland granted the poetry
library permission to use the football film-poem, ‘We Are Scottish Football’. To help promote
these materials, we partnered with the Wee Write festival to produce two classroom activities
led by Julie in Glasgow. Julie, along with poets Victoria McNulty, Beth McDonough and Craig

Houston, recorded films and a podcast at the SPL in May 2023.

We worked with a literacy specialist at Moray House teaching college in Edinburgh to promote
the use of our lesson plans and digital resources, initially focusing on primary schools. For Book
Week Scotland in November 2023, poet Juana Adcock delivered a translation workshop at Royal

Mile Primary School in partnership with Lapidus.

We commissioned teacher Aoife Lyall to produce six new poetry lesson plans for secondary
schools. Scottish poems written in English and read by Aoife, a former SPL poetry ambassador,

were added to our suite of online schools’ resources.

We collaborated with Samuel Illingworth from Edinburgh Napier University on a four-week
online course designed to encourage the use of poetry to disseminate scientific information and
spark dialogue. We hosted the Science and Poetry Course’s online graduation ceremony with 70

scientists from around the world.

The poetry library was referenced as a delivery partner in Scotland and Ireland’s Bilateral
Agreement, and we seek opportunities for poetry projects and exchanges with Irish
organisations. For Creative Brain Week in Dublin in March 2024, we partnered with Trinity
College’s Atlantic Fellows’ programme residency. Morag Anderson, a Perthshire-based poet,
was selected by the organisers for the residency. Morag produced work on the theme of

‘Attention, Connection and Love’.

Our archive of visual art poetry is a unique resource. We hosted a visit by 25 post-graduate
students from Glasgow School of Art and University of Glasgow, who were exploring ways in

which poetry can respond to and be influenced by visual art.



Our call for nominations to our Online Guide to Scottish Poets resulted in 58 nominations for 38
individual poets. The selection panel included the current Scots Scriever Susi Briggs and writer
and publisher Rob Mackenzie. The panel selected 20 poets, including four spoken word artists
and two Gaelic writers. The poets selected were announced on World Poetry Day, 21st March

2024.

We recruited to the second cohort of our Next Generation Young Makars mentoring scheme,
with the inclusion of a Spoken Word category. We delivered three public events with Army at the
Fringe at the Drill Hall in August that showcased young makars and mentors. A poetry pamphlet
with selected works by the young makars was printed and distributed in December 2023. The
pamphlet was edited by young makar Nazaret Ranea. Another young makar, Lydia McMillan,
was selected by the Poet Laureate Simon Armitage to read at his event in Dumfriesshire in

February 2024.

To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement, we were
approached by the British Irish Council (BIC) to edit a poetry pamphlet anthology of Britain and
Ireland’s nine minority languages. The pamphlet was presented to UK and Ireland’s political
leaders at the BIC Summit on Jersey in June. The poetry library recorded films with Kathleen
Jamie and Peter Mackay for screening at the next BIC Summit with ministers who had languages

in their portfolio.

We collaborated with Simon Thoumire from Hands Up for Trad on ‘Gies a Scots Poem Day’ in
June 2023. We showcased public submissions of Scots language poems via our social media

platforms.

We supported the National Makar’s public engagement programme and administered requests
for new commissions by Kathleen Jamie. This included the Bonniest Company tour of public
libraries across Scotland. From October 2023 to June 2024, Kathleen visited Betthyill,

Dunblane, Fort William, Coatbridge, Glasgow Women’s Library, Largs, Orkney and Pollokshields.

The Scottish Government’s Nordic Unit provided match funding to support Kathleen Jamie’s
engagement at the G! Festival on the Faroe Islands in July. This involved developing
partnerships with Faroese arts organisations and filming readings by Kathleen Jamie and fellow

Scottish poet lona Lee.

With the state of conflict in the world, the Makar wanted to encourage the people of Scotland to
use a “process of artistic creation, rather than destruction” by inviting submissions for a third

collective poem curated by Kathleen Jamie. The initiative was supported by the First Minister,



Humza Yousaf. The poem, entitled ‘The People of Scotland’s Address to World Leaders’, was

released on St Andrews Day.

We partnered with Hospitalfield House in Arbroath on two 5-day writer residencies at Arbroath
Abbey’s Scriptorium. Following an open call for submissions, John Glenday and Sean Wai

Keung were selected for the Scriptorium writer residencies in November 2023.

We introduced podcasts to accompany our Nothing but the Poem online reading activity and
launched a new Gaelic podcast series called Hai-Aidh (Hello). The first three podcasts featured

poets Peter Mackay, Martin Macintyre, Meg Bateman and Rona MacDonald.

In May 2023, we hosted the launch event for the Social Workers Poetry Toolkit with writers John
Glenday and Marjori Lotfi. This was an initiative designed to support the resilience of social
workers and was a partnership involving both the University of Edinburgh and the University of

Striling.

We partnered with Poetry Ireland and Arts Council Ireland to host an international residency
with Dublin-based writer Liz Houchin. During her time at the SPL, Liz organised two workshops
with children from Royal Mile Primary School. Following these activities and a visit by the class

to Makars Court in Edinburgh, we published 19 of the children’s poems on our website.

In August 2023, we hosted the British Council’s Momentum Delegation of overseas literary
festival directors and publishers from Ireland, Germany, New Zealand, India, Indonesia, Turkey
and Ukraine. They saw readings by poets Shane Strachan, Janette Ayachi and Nasim Rebecca

Aslin a programme that was curated by Creative Scotland.

We once again sponsored The Derick Thomson Prize for Best Gaelic Poetry Book. In September

2023, the prize was awarded to Doras gun Chlaimhean - edited by Catriona Murray (Acair).

We commissioned guest blogs for our website from a number of poets, including lona Lee, who
wrote about her engagement in the Faroes, Gerry Loose about his time in Venezuela and

Nazaret Ranea about the International Brigade.

Our guest editors for our Best Scottish Poems anthology - covering poems published in 2022 -
were Ifor ap Glyn for English language works, W.N. Herbert for Scots language, and Peigi
MacVicar for Gaelic language. 20 poems in English and five apiece in Scots and Scottish Gaelic

were chosen and presented on our website.



Our events programme included readings by David Cameron (Ireland), Harry Man, Endre Ruset
(Norway), Alan Spence, Jane Goldman, Nick-e Melville, Kathleen Jamie, Brian Holton, Alan
Riach, Lesley Harrison, Bertony Louis (Haiti), Richard Price, James McGonigal, Kirsten Norrie,
the Polari Prizes LGBT authors tour, the “Unbridled” women’s anthology launch and celebrations

of Hugh McDiarmid, Kathleen Raine, Duncan ban Maclintyre and Ivor Cutler.

During the summer of 2023, we hosted three events featuring Black writers. These were an
evening with Jamica’s poet laureate Olive Senior and readings of new plays by Neo Vilakazi with

Frederick Douglass in Scotland, and Garry Morris with The Tom Molineaux Project.

Our thanks go to our volunteers who donated their valuable time and energy in the year. These
include David Whyte, Bob McPherson, Amy Norton, Ishbelle Bee, Ellie Parsons, Nazaret Ranea,

Chaeli Brown and Grace Peacock.



