Scottish Poetry Library

Minute of AGM 2023

Present: SPL Board Members: Charlie Roy (co-Chair), Chris Wardhaugh, Gordon Munro;
Claudia Daventry; David Rutherford and Laura Fyfe.

Plus 3 Friends in person, and 2 online.

Charlie Roy Chaired the Meeting

1. The minutes from the 2022 AGM were approved (20 by post/email and hand count)
2. The annualfinancial statement was accepted (20 by post/email and hand count)

3. Co-Chairs’ Report (Gordon Munro)

This is my last year as Co-Chair of the Scottish Poetry Library. It has been a great joy to do this
particular task. | have been Co chair since 2017, when | was asked by Jane Ryder to to help her

out with the the the chairing of this organisation.

The Co-Chairs’ Report was circulated to Friends with the AGM papers. Thanks to the staff team
here for the work that they have done over the last year. The recovery from COVID for all
organisations is still in process. | think that the team here have done a a fantastic job with
outreach work throughout Scotland and we have heard some of that within the last Board
meeting, but | think probably better than anything | can say is is that there was actually a a tweet
put out the other night by the Polari Prizes where they came out with an unsolicited thank you

about how they were really taken with the event here, and how much they had enjoyed it.

4. Director’s Report (Asif Khan)

The Director’s Report was circulated with the AGM papers.

We partnered with Capability Scotland on a showcase event in Edinburgh to highlight some of
the work engaging with people with learning difficulties. We commissioned the storyteller,
Daniel Serridge and the poet Leyla Josephine to deliver sensory activity at at Stanmore House in

Lanarkshire.

We also commissioned poet and writer Victoria McNulty to design creative workshops in
community settings. Off the back of this work, Cumbernauld Theatre approached the poetry

library to collaborate on engagement activity.

We have made available online our learning resources for young people with dyslexia. We plan

to deliver training with teaching colleges and schools using these resources. | should like to



Scottish Poetry Library

thank the Scottish Football Association and BBC Scotland Sport for allowing us to showcase

their films in support of those resources.

We paired five young people from across Scotland with our poetry mentors Michael Pedersen,
Tom Murray, Jeanette Ayachi, Aoiffe Lyall and Niall O’Gallagher for our Next Generation Young
Makars initiative, which will be going into its third year. This included Scottish Gaelic and, for the

first time, a Spoken Word category.

We extended our Tools of the Trade pocketbook anthology project to include Social Workers.
This was supported by poets John Glenday and Marjorie Lotfi who led on creative writing
workshops with social workers and people working in care settings. Those resources are now
freely available on our website. We also also published the 4th edition of our anthology for GPs

and these were gifted to every graduating doctor in Scotland in May 2022.

We also have grown our international working with the focus on Ireland. The Scottish
Government sponsored a schools ¢ exchange project with Leith Academy and young people
from Ballymun Trinity School in Dublin. We held workshops here in the library in September
2022 with the support of poets Kevin P. Gilday and Kat Hepburn. We then presented the work of

the young people in Dublin in January 2023 at a Burns night showcase.

We helped to curate a programme of Scottish writers for the Museum of Literature Ireland’s
‘Literary Cities’ season. The participating poets included Donald Murray, Leyla Josephine,
Victoria McNulty and Kathleen Jamie. We also hosted a residency with Irish poet Liz Houchen,
which was sponsored by Arts Council Ireland and Poetry Ireland. We also partnered with the
Irish Consul General on a Saint Bridget's Day event here at the Poetry Library featuring Irish

women poets and musicians.

We continue to provide administrative and marketing support for national makar Kathleen
Jamie, who is now coming into the third and final year of her tenure. Some of the works that
Kathleen produced included the poem ‘Lochnagar’ to commemorate the passing of Queen

Elizabeth. Kathleen also recorded poems for our Scots language School lesson plans.

Yesterday was Billy Connolly's 81st birthday. So happy birthday Billy. Producer Douglas Eddy
granted the poetry library the rights to share his documentary ‘Fishing for Poetry’, which features
Billy Connolly, Andrew Greig and Aly Bain on pilgrimage up to Assynt in memory of the life and

work of Norman MacCaig.
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With regards to our online guide to Scottish poets, we invited nominations for new writers to be
added -these were AC Jacobs, Carol McKay, David Bleiman, Gary McKenzie, Helen Bowden

and Mark Russell. We are planning another call out in December.

Our online anthology for Best Scottish Poems guest editors were Hugh McMillan for work in

English, Sheena Blackhall for writing in Scots and Martin Mclntyre for Scottish Gaelic poems.

We hosted a pamphlet fair where we had nearly two dozen small press and publishers
presenting their work. The poetry library also launched a new Gaelic poetry podcast called Hai-

Aidh. We have now recorded six of those podcasts.

| should like to give thanks to our Board, and to Gordon who is stepping down following six years
as a trustee. Earlier, the Board elected Claudia Daventry as the new Co-Chair to share the role
with Charlie Roy. | should also like to thank the staff team for their sterling work and the

volunteers for devoting their time.

5. Questions from the floor

5.1 Eric Wishart asked about the spend on professional advice. The Director explained that this
covered freelance fees when the poetry library was managing vacancies. Eric spoke about
his concerns with the funding climate and about the organisation’s success over the past
40 years. He provided suggestions to commemorate our forthcoming anniversary, such as
a special malt. Claudia Daventry volunteered to contact the Scotch Malt Whisky

Association to explore this suggestion further.

Charlie Roy closed the meeting with a round of applause for Gordon Munro.



