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Re-election to SPL Board: 2021 
 
The nominee: 
 
James Ripley 
 
Proposed by: 
 
Charlie Roy 
 
Seconded by: 
 
Gordon Munro 
 
Candidate’s statement 
 
Hello, my name is Dr James Ripley, and for those of you I haven’t met yet I am an academic 
Librarian by profession and an amateur poet by accident; a story for another day. I have 17 
years’ service in various academic, legal deposit, and special libraries at local, regional, and 
national institutions, although over the years I have also worked with various cultural 
organisations including a living museum, an art gallery, a radio station, an arts festival, and even 
an opera company. My research background is in storytelling and oral narrative theory, though 
my professional interests rest firmly in Open Access and Distance Learning. During my past 
three years on the Board I believe that I have made a positive contribution to the SPL and I 
know I that if you agree to let me continue I have more to offer. That said, while my knowledge 
and appreciation of poetry has expanded significantly since becoming a Friend to better know 
me the most significant poem in my life is still Mizuta Masahide’s (1657–1723) “Now that my 
house has burned down I have a much better view of the moon.” 
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The nominee: 
 
Patrick Corbett 
 
 
Proposed by: 
 
Laura Fyfe 
 
Seconded by: 
 
Chris Wardhaugh 
 
Candidate’s statement 
 
I am a retired academic and Emeritus Professor at Heriot-Watt University.  I still run the 
University’s poetry-in-Practice session online and was the University Poet in that latter two 
years of a 37 year career as a petroleum geoengineer.  We hosted Alyson Hallett and that led to 
the publication of her HWU residency – Tilted Ground.  I was a member of the Governing Body 
(Court) and the Finance Committee of the University.  I am Vice-President of the University’s 
Alumni Club – the Watt Club. 
 
I became interested in poetry during my preferred leisure pastime of walking around the UK 
Coast, and was strongly encouraged of the School of Poets at SPL.  I am the Treasurer of the 
School of Poets and am in a position to encourage others to develop their writing.  I have 
served on the Board of the SPL since 2019 and am seeking a 2nd term appointment. 
 
I am interested in promoting the use of poetry in science communication and I am on the books 
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh to take poetry into science classes in schools – featuring 
geoscience and energy. I also contributed some poetry to the 2020 Edinburgh Science Festival.  
I will be involved with the Scottish Centre for Geopoetics in a poetry reading in an event as part 
of COP26. 
  
I was instigator and convenor of the Geological Society of London's Geopoetry 2020 meeting 
which was held online in in partnership with the Scottish Poetry Library on 1st October, 2020.  
This has led to the publication on 1st October 2021 of a volume entitled Earth Lines: Geopoetry 
and Geopoetics by the Edinburgh Geological Society.  This book explores these two subjects 
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through a series of essays and poems from 40 poets. It is the first book pf its kind – with a 
website of readings.  The volume is being launched as part of the Scottish Festival on Geology in 
an online meeting on 1st October.  I am also conducting, in the same Festival (7th October), a 
discussion with the “Stone Poet” Alyson Hallett.  These events will bring poetry – possibly for 
the first time - to a wide Scottish geoscience community. 
  
I hope that I have bought support and enthusiasm to the mission of the SPL and share a strong 
belief in the benefits of poetry to society in today's environment, where concise 
communication is necessary.  Poetry has penetrated all parts of our society through a wider 
appreciation during the pandemic and is set to do so even more. 
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