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If you are thinking of setting up your own competition here are some simple things to think about.
Why?
This is the most important question and you need to be clear on this. For example, is your poetry competition to reflect a particular topic, issue or initiative within the school? Is it to promote literacy and interest in poetry? Is it to find a new poem for a special occasion? Or to provide an activity the whole school can participate in? What is the end result of this competition - an exhibition, a permanent feature in the school, a performance, an anthology, individual prizes or something else?
What?
Once you have the why you’ll be clearer on the what. Do you have a theme for the competition? What are the entry criteria? Can it be any length and any style, can it be in any language?
When?
Set a realistic timescale. If you want the results to coincide with an event you’ll need to think backwards from that and allow time for selecting the winners. If you are supporting the competition with lesson time, workshops, or other resources, make sure there’s enough time to prepare and deliver these.
Who?
Who can enter, and in which categories?
How?
How will your competition be supported in the classroom? How much teaching is involved? Who will do it and what stimuli and methods will they employ? Do you want to bring in a poet to inspire the pupils, or use other external resources and people? Or are you leaving the children to write on their own in homework time?
How will the poems be sifted, shortlisted and judged, by whom and what criteria will they be using? How will prizes be presented, and the winning poems publicised?
Let us know if you are holding your own competition - we’d love to hear about it!
